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The poor results of lake brown trout restoration in the 
Lake Hancza nature reserve gave rise to the current 

study, which sought to verify if hatchery-reared fish age 2+ 
can survive the critical period of acclimation and remain 
in the lake. For this purpose, thirty-one individuals were 
tagged with coded acoustic transmitters and observed for 
317 days. This method helped to analyse: 1) the spatial 
behaviour of tagged fish for one year after their release; 2) 
the possible differences in the behaviour of fish released 
in various places habitually used for stocking. By the end 
of the study, 6.5-12.9% of the tagged fish remained in the 
lake. Obtained data indicated that in late spring and early 
summer the trout moved vigorously along the meridian 
axis of the lake continuously for several weeks. The causes 
of the fish movement observed in Lake Hancza are not 
clear. For this unique species/population, it is important to 
determine whether such behaviour is typical for this fish 
in other reservoirs and refers only to hatchery-reared fish, 
aged 2+ and 3+.
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